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Data Source

The Union Membership and Coverage Database, 
available at www.unionstats.com, is an Internet data 
resource providing private and public sector labor union 
membership, coverage, and density estimates compiled 
from the Current Population Survey (CPS), a monthly 
household survey, using BLS methods.  Economy-wide 
estimates are provided beginning in 1973; estimates by 
state, detailed industry, and detailed occupation begin 
in 1983; and estimates by metropolitan area begin in 
1986.  The Database, constructed by Barry Hirsch 
(Trinity University) and David Macpherson (Florida 
State University), is updated annually.  



Executive Summary

Overall Indiana’s union membership has declined 31% from 
1983 to 2005 (from 503,303 members in 1983 to 345,650 
members in 2005).
From 1964-2005 Indiana union membership had a high of 
41% of the labor force in 1964 and a low of 11% in 2004.
Construction union membership has averaged 32% of the 
labor force with a high of 42% in 1983 and a low of 20% in 
2005.
Manufacturing union membership has decreased from 1983 
to 2005 by 56%.  From 297,095 in 1983 to 131,160 in 2005, 
with a high of 314,190 members in 1984 and a low of 108,594 
members in 2004.
Manufacturing union membership has decreased as a 
percentage of the total labor force between 1983 to 2005; with 
a high of 49% of the labor force in 1983 to a low of 18% in 
2004.



Indiana Union Members 1983-2005
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2010 project 306,400



Indiana Union Members 1983-2005

Trend % change numerical change
5 year -17% -72,706
10 year -22% -97,437
20 year -27% -131,001

2010 projection:  -11% -39,250
306,400 union members in 2010



Indiana Union Member as a percent of Labor 
Force 1964-2005
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Indiana Union Members as a percent of 
the labor force

Trend % change % point change
5 year -20% -3 pts
10 year -25% -4 pts
20 year -42% -9 pts
30 year -65% -23 pts
40 year -69% -28 pts

2010 projection:  -25% -3 pts
9.5% of the labor force will be union in 2010



Indiana Construction Union Members 1983-2005
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Indiana Construction Union Members 
1983-2005
Trend % change numerical change

5 year -21% -5,189
10 year -19% -7,795
20 year -14% -9,037

2010 projection:  Based on past data a statistical 
projection cannot be made within a reasonable 
confidence level.

Historic Average 37,833
Hi 54,611
Low 25,357



Indiana Construction Union Member as a 
percent of Construction Labor Force
1983-2005
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Indiana Construction Union Members as 
a percent of the construction labor force
Trend % change % point change

5 year -38% -12 pts
10 year -31% -9 pts
20 year -47% -18 pts

2010 projection:  Based on past data a statistical 
projection cannot be made within a reasonable 
confidence level.

Historic Average 32%
Hi 42%
Low 20%



Indiana Manufacturing Union Members 1983-
2005
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Indiana Manufacturing Union Members

Trend % change numerical change
5 year -19% -30,737
10 year -41% -91,462
20 year -51% -138,219

2010 projection:  -45% -59,123
72,037 manufacturing union members in 2010



Indiana Manufacturing Union Member as 
percent of Manufacturing Labor Force
1983-2005
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Indiana Manufacturing Union Members as 
a percent of the manufacturing labor force

Trend % change % point change
5 year -3% -1 pts
10 year -28% -8 pts
20 year -49% -21 pts

2010 projection:  -52% -11 pts
10.2% of the manufacturing labor force will be 
union in 2010



Indianapolis Metropolitan Union Members 
1986-2005
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Indianapolis Metropolitan Union Members

Trend % change numerical change
5 year -5% -4,197
10 year 15% 9,883
15 year 6% 4,241

2010 projection:  Based on past data a statistical 
projection cannot be made within a reasonable 
confidence level.

Historic Average 74,073
Hi 101,027
Low 47,600



Indianapolis Union Member as percent of 
Labor Force 1986-2005
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Indiana on Union Members as a percent 
of the labor force
Trend % change % point change

5 year -14% -2 pts
10 year -1% 0 pts
15 year -17% -2 pts

2010 projection:  Based on past data a statistical 
projection cannot be made within a reasonable 
confidence level.

Historic Average 11.5%
Hi 17%
Low 7%



Indiana Private Sector Union Members 1983-
2005
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Indiana Private Sector Union Members

Trend % change numerical change
5 year -23% -74,570
10 year -35% -138,668
20 year -40% -168,541

2010 projection:  -18% -46,688
208,199 private sector union members in 2010



Indiana Private Sector Union Member as 
percent of Private Sector Labor Force
1983-2005
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Indiana Private Sector Union Member as 
percent of Private Sector Labor Force

Trend % change % point change
5 year -24% -3 pts
10 year -35% -6 pts
20 year -52% -11 pts

2010 projection:  -43% -4 pts
5.7% of the private labor force will be union in 
2010



Indiana Public Sector Union Members 1983-
2005
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Due to the variability of the membership a reliable projection cannot be developed



Indiana Public Sector Union Members

Trend % change numerical change
5 year -10% -11,503
10 year +38% 27,970
20 year +33% 25,164



Indiana Public Sector Union Member as 
percent of Public Sector Labor Force
1983-2005
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Due to the variability of the membership a reliable projection cannot be developed



Indiana Public Sector Union Member as 
percent of Public Sector Labor Force
Trend % change % point change

5 year -10% -3 pts
10 year +15% 4 pts
20 year +14% 4 pts

2010 projection:  Based on past data a statistical 
projection cannot be made within a reasonable 
confidence level.

Historic Average 27%
Hi 32%
Low 21%
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